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FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


AT KANSAS CITY 





HE Republican platform adopted on 

June 15 runs true to form, as far as 
foreign affairs are concerned. It is a 
vigorous defense of the foreign policy of 
the United States during the last four 
years. Those in Europe who hope that the 
debt and reparation questions will be dis- 
posed of in an international conference 
will find little comfort in the statement 
that the party will “adhere to a foreign 
debt policy now definitely established 
and clearly understood both at home and 
abroad.” Secretary Kellogg should be 
gratified to learn that the conclusion of 
the anti-war treaty “will be acclaimed as 
the greatest single step in history toward 
the conservation of peace.” 

The Republicans have a good deal to 
say about the rights of citizens abroad. 
American interests in Mexico, we are told, 
have been maintained inviolable by the 
Washington Administration, but “with- 
out threat or without bluster, through a 
calm support of the recognized principles 
of international law.” The party will 
“continue to demand the same respect and 
protection for the persons and property 
of American citizens in foreign countries 
that we cheerfully accord in this country 
to the persons and property of aliens.” 
Following the example of the Bolshevik 
propaganda, the Republican Party thus in- 
sists that the rest of the world follow the 
principles laid down in the Constitution 
of the United States. 

The framers of the platform dispose of 
the Nicaragua question in simple terms. 
Here “we are engaged in cooperation 
with the Government of that country upon 
the task of assisting to restore and main- 
tain peace, order and stability, and in no 


way to infringe upon her sovereign 
rights.” The policy “absolutely” repudi- 
ates any idea of “conquest.” Despite this 
insistence on the protection of American 
interests abroad, the platform adheres to 
the “traditional American policy of non- 
interference in the political affairs of 
other nations.” 

While the platform does not contain a 
word about the World Court, it states: 
“This Government has definitely refused 
membership in the League of Nations and 
to assume any obligations under the Cov- 
enant of the League. On this we stand.” 
Nevertheless the United States has “most 
usefully” assisted in the humanitarian 
and technical work of the League. 

The Republican party stands for the 
development of foreign trade. It believes 
in an “American-built, American-owned 
and American-operated merchant mar- 
ine.” While it is opposed to a subsidy for 
the farmer, it praises the White-Jones 
bill which gives “substantial aid” to 
shipbuilders, as well as to the protective 
tariff which protects American industry 
against competition from abroad. The 
platform accepts the principle of re- 
stricted immigration, although it favors 
modifications when the law works undue 
hardship by depriving the immigrant of 
his family. 

Finally, the platform believes in a navy 
“in all types of combatant ships” which 
will equal the 5-5-3 standard, and in the 
draft of capital in time of war. 


How seriously Mr. Hoover will take 
this platform, if elected, no one can tell. 
Mr. Hoover has the reputation of being 
a law unto himself, and few presidents, 














for that matter, take platforms serious- 
ly. There are those who, remembering 
Mr. Hoover’s career as an international 
mining and relief engineer, predict that 
he will be an internationalist. Others 
who remember his more recent cam- 
paign against the British rubber mon- 
opoly, hold an opposite point of view. 
It is probable that in case he is elected, 
things will run on about as before. 
R. L. B. 


Bread or a Stone 


HOUSE of Commons composed of 

Baptists, Methodists, Jews and Ag- 
nostics as well as Anglicans has once 
again rejected the revised Prayer-Book 
and helped decide the liturgical future of 
the Church of England. The present 
Prayer-Book was adopted in 1662 and 
represents to some extent a compromise 
between Roman Catholic and Evangelical 
ideas. In order to conciliate the High 
Church element of the Anglican Church, 
the rejected Prayer-Book was prepared 
after twenty-one years of labor. It was 
designed to legalize certain Catholic prac- 
tices which were being performed in some 
churchs, and to fix a definite limit beyond 
which such practices should be illegal. The 
clergy might choose the old ritual or the 
new. 


The revised Prayer-Book aroused tre- 
mendous interest in the British public. 
The Lords passed the book, but the 
House of Commons rejected it on De- 
cember 15, 1927. The ever-surviving 
force of the cry of “no popery” pervaded 
the debates in both Houses of Parliament. 
After rejection, the Bishops made minor 
changes and submitted the measure again. 
On June 14, it was again defeated—by a 
larger majority than last December. The 
public is asking what will happen to the 
Church of England? Shall the Anglo- 
Catholic wing be permitted to carry on 
its present ritualistic practices which are 
in defiance of the existing Prayer-Book? 

The second rejection has increased talk 
of a separation of Church and State. It 
was with reference to this that Stanley 
Baldwin, in closing the debate in the 
House of Commons, remarked that if dis- 
establishment came he did not believe the 
Church of England with its Anglo-Cath- 
olic and Evangelical wings would long 
remain an entity. 

H. W. B. 


Syria Settles Down 
EN years after its liberation from 
Ottoman control, Syria has at last 
been permitted by the French manda- 
tory authorities to elect a Constituent 
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Assembly, marking the termination of 
successive provisional governments if not 
also the armed disorders of the past de- 
cade. With a substantial Nationalist 
majority it set about its business of 
drafting a Syrian constitution for the 
first time on June 9. The question of im- 
mediate concern — of whether Syria 
should be constituted a monarchy or a 
republic — is in reality not the major is- 
sue to be decided. More important is the 
question of whether or not the Syrian re- 
bellion of 1925-7 has convinced the French 
authorities that a virtually direct French 


‘control of public affairs in the mandated 


territory ought now to be superseded by 
the less direct ‘administrative advice 
and assistance” contemplated in Article 
22 of the League Covenant. 

When Greater Lebanon, Syria’s neigh- 
bor, adopted its constitution in 1926, 
only two days were permitted the con- 
stituent body for the discussion of the 
draft which had been prepared in 
France by Frenchmen. Rumors recently 
got about in Damascus that similar tac- 
tics were about to be resorted to in the 
case of Syria too. On the day the As- 
sembly opened, however, the President 
of the Syrian Council declared that this 
rumor was unfounded and that the new- 
ly elected representatives would have 
full freedom in drawing up the Syrian 
constitution themselves. If so, a long- 
felt need in Syrian public life will at last 
have been satisfied. 

E. P. M. 





Book Notes 
The Foreign Policy of James G. Blaine. By 

Alice Felt Tyler. The University of Min- 

nesota Press, 1927. 

An impartial and well-documented account of 
the diplomacy of a man who was adored by 
his followers, and regarded as an ally of the 
Prince of Darkness by his enemies. 


Protestant Europe, Its Crisis and Outlook. By 
Adolf Keller & George Stewart. New York. 
Doran, 1928. 

The first of a series of volumes which will at- 
tempt to present a new and accurate picture of 
the Protestant churches in Europe. 


Asia Reborn. By Marguerite Harrison. New 
York. Harper & Bros., 1928. 
An excellent book for the average reader whose 
knowledge of China is often confused by con- 


ficting news dispatches. 


Geschichte der Nationalen-Bewegung im Orient. 
By Hans Kohn. Berlin, Kurt Vowinckel Ver- 
lag, 1928. 

A full and fair treatment of the most signi- 
ficant contemporary movement in the East—the 
Nationalist awakening. The intrinsic value of 
the work is enhanced by a sixteen-page bibli- 
ography as well as an index... An authentic work 
for reference purposes as well as for general 
reading. 
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